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Name of God and the saints to respect till death the privileges and laws
of the Church, admits the right and even the duty of the prelates both
to suspend the execution of any measure he might take which should
be to the detriment of these privileges and laws, and also to address
remonstrances to him, calling upon him to amend any decisions contrary
to them.
Strong in this pledge, the prelates of France, a few months later
(June 845) ventured to put forward, at the Synod of Meaux, a whole
series of claims directed not less against their king than against the
whole lay aristocracy, reproaching both alike with hindering the free
exercise of religion. Their reproaches were expressed in a language of
command, which on this occasion was carried to such a height that the
king, with the support of the magnates, resisted.
Nevertheless, the Bishops remained masters of the situation. In the
years that follow, making common cause now with the lay aristocracy,
they succeed, throughout the various kingdoms which sprang from
Charles the Great's empire, in imposing their will upon the sovereigns.
They are at once the leaders and the spokesmen of the turbulent vassals,
ever ready to league themselves together to resist the king. In an
assembly held in August 856 at Bonneuil near Paris, with unprecedented
violence they accuse Charles the Bald of having broken all his engage-
ments; they warn him "in charity"" that they are all, priests and laymen,
of one mind in resolving to see them carried out, and they summon him,
in consequence, to amend without delay all provisions to the contrary,
concluding this singular u request ** with a threatening quotation from
the Psalms: " If a man will not turn, He will whet His sword: He
hath bent His bow, and made it ready. He hath prepared for him the
instruments of death."
We have already seen1, how two years later this prediction was
apparently realised. Louis the German, in response to the appeal of a
portion of his brother Charles the Bald's subjects, invaded his dominions
and succeeded in occupying a great part of them. Called upon to ratify
his usurpation, a group of Bishops from the ecclesiastical provinces of
Rheims and Rouen gathered together at Quierzy-sur-Oise, following the
suggestions of Archbishop Hincmar, carried matters with a high hand;
after having recommended him to meditate upon the duties which a
prince owes to the Church, they thought fit to bring to his notice these
words from the Psalms: " Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have
children," together with the interpretation: " Instead of the Apostles,
I have ordained Bishops that they may govern and instruct thee."
Kings working for the maintenance of peace under the aegis of the
Church, such was thenceforward the programme of the Episcopate.
And by peace is intended the peace of Christendom, the peace of the
Church; to disturb it is to infringe the laws of which the Church is the
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